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James Tsoodle is an artist known for his powerful portrayals of Native American warriors of the Northern 
and Southern Plains. Working primarily in acrylic on canvas, his paintings focus on capturing both the 
physical presence and inner intensity of his subjects, with a strong emphasis on expression, movement, 
and detail.

From an early age, Tsoodle explored a variety of artistic mediums, including pen and ink, pencil, 
watercolor, and pastels, before ultimately focusing on painting. Largely self-taught, his path as an artist 
was shaped by personal challenges, including overcoming dyslexia, which led him to discover art as both 
a form of expression and a source of confidence.

A defining feature of his work is the attention given to the eyes of his subjects. For Tsoodle, the eyes are 
central to conveying emotion and story, offering a direct connection to the spirit and individuality of each 
figure. His paintings aim to communicate a sense of strength, presence, and authenticity, reflecting his 
belief that a deep understanding of his subject is essential to capturing its true essence.

Influenced by artists such as Charles Russell and George Catlin, Tsoodle has developed a style that 
balances historical awareness with personal interpretation. His work has been exhibited in numerous 
venues, including the Heard Museum, the Eiteljorg Museum, and the Wheelwright Museum, among 
others. Grounded in faith and family, he continues to create work that reflects both dedication to his craft 
and respect for the subjects he portrays.
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